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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 08/18/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

2. Applicant's amendments/arguments with respect to all independent claims 3, 5, and 12 
filed on 08/18/2006 have been fully considered but are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

3. Claims 1-2, 6-1 1, 13-14, and 16 are previously withdrawn or non-elected. 

4. Claims 3-5, 12, and 15 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-5, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harrison USPN 5,870,468 in view of Adiano et al. US PG PUBs 2002/0073312 Al. 
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Regarding claims 3, 5 5 12, and 15, Harrison discloses a method/system/computer program for 
use in making an information processing system carry out the jobs: 

reading an original version of management information (col. 4 lines 1-4 and col. 2 lines 
2-9; non scrambled key stored in the memory is read) and a first and a second encrypted version 
of the management information out of the data storage device to be verified (col. 4 lines 55-col. 5 
lines 5; reading and original key, encrypted first key = Ul, and encrypted second key = U2)\ 

decrypting the first and the second encrypted version of the management information the 
first and the second encrypted versions of the management information system being encrypted 
by different encryption key (col. 3 lines 41-52 and col. 4 lines 55-col. 5 lines 5; unscrambling 
first key Ul to produce unscrambled first key = SI, and unscrambling second key U2 to produce 
unscrambled second key S2); 

comparing the read original version of the management information and the respective 
first and second decrypted management information (col. 5 line 5 and claim 8 element g; 
comparing original version Key with decrypted first and second keys); and 

validating the verified data storage device when the comparison result indicates that the 
read original version of the management information and both of the respective first and second 
decrypted management information are in a predetermined relationship with each other (claim 8 
element h, claim 2 element 26, and col. 1 lines 52-col. 2 lines 32; if match occurs key is validated 
and decryption access is performed), 

Harrison discloses reading original version of management information/non scrambled 
key, first and second encrypted versions (Ul and U2 encrypted keys, respectively), decrypting 
first and second encrypted versions (SI and S2, respectively), comparing original version Key 
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with decrypted first and second keys, and if comparison is successful validating comparison key 
data and allowing decryption, wherein the keys are stored in a storage device (see, col. 4 lines 
55-col. 5 lines 5). Harrison does not explicitly disclose the keys compared and validated are 
identifying the data storage device (management information being a device identifier). However 
Adiano et al. discloses reading stored hard drive serial numbers, decrypting encrypted serial 
numbers, comparing the decrypted serial number with the current serial number and if much 
occurs allowing access (see 0032, abstract and fig. 10). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Adiano et al. within the system of Harrison 
because they are analogous in data protection. One would have been motivated to incorporate the 
teachings of device identifier comparison within the system of Harrison because it would 
validate the integrity of the device name stored on the storage and prohibit unauthorized 
alteration of device name in the storage. 

Regarding claim 4, Harrison further discloses wherein the encrypted version of the management 
information is encrypted with an encryption scheme using secret key information and the 
decryption is performed with that secret key information (fig. 1 element 1 1 and col. 3 lines 16- 
53). 



Conclusion 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eleni A. Shiferaw whose telephone number is 571-272-3867. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser R. Moazzami can be reached on (571) 272-4195. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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